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Endless possibilities: You will be over-
whelmed on your first trip to Park City. Locals
claim they are learning about new trails five
years after moving there.
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2 3 : Tour guides: White Pine Touring
nance over 17 years ago that required : | ‘ has got you covered for your
new developments to put in trails and y : : trip to Park City.

link existing trails. The MTF assures
right-of-way is established for their
trail network, and then they hire the
tise necessar
and construct the trails. The MTEF’s
executive director, Carol Potter, w:
featured in our “Rid
story in the December 2009 issue and
explained, “This is a very social com-
munity, and that spirit extends to the
trails. Park City has always been trail
friendly, and we continue to grow our
trail network. It is a great time for
trails.”

The Weakher: unlike the
dry, dusty, brown desert that Utah is
famous for, Park City is an emerald
oasis. Lush green mountains and tree-
covered trails are what you will find
during the summer months. You will
need to keep an eye on winter snowfall
reports to determine when the riding
season will kick off (or call the guys at
White Mountain Touring). Some r
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use the window of late June through
October. The best riding of the year
falls in September and October, and
both those months are good for includ-
ing a stop in Moab or Gooseberry
Mesa.

peer vaileyY Resore: i

you are looking for more fun and less
work, head to the Deer Valley Resort.
Lift-served mountain biking is offered
from the Silver Lake Express chairlift
at the Deer Valley base facility, Snow
Park Lodge, and the Sterling Express
chairlift. If you are using the lifts,
start your day from Snow Park, which
offers ample parking. In addition,
bike rentals and lessons are available
from either location. While the moun-
tain offers black-diamond runs suit-
able for downhill bikes and some
man-made terrain features, the runs
we sampled were flowy trails best
enjoyed on long- or short-travel trail-
bikes.

Riding Deer Valley on the first day
of your trip would be the best way to
acclimate yourself to the altitude if
you are visiting from a lower eleva-
tion. The mountain biking lifts are
open daily from June 19 through
Labor Day, then weekends only
through Sept. 13, conditions permit-
ting,

The ErdilS: we told you how

to get to Park City, where to sleep and
where to eat. And, we are saving the
best for last: the riding. The trail that
made Park City famous is the Mid
Mountain Trail. As the name implies,
the trail rolls around the Park City
basin. The trail snakes along at 8000
feet with only minor changes in ele-
vation, and it stretches an honest 23
miles of singletrack bliss. There are
off-shoots and loops off Mid
Mountain at what seems like every
two miles. Mid Mountain can be
accessed via a chairlift that operates
from the bottom of Main Street or
you can hop Park City’s free transit
buses that will take you up from one
of the mountain resorts. Of course,
you can ride up to it for a proper
warm-up. Mid Mountain is not a
technically challenging trail and is
appropriate for a novice rider in good
physical condition. Some of the trails
off Mid Mountain require black-dia-
mond trail-riding skills, but these
trails are marked on the trail guides.
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Cruise or crushed: White Pine Touring’s Scott House carves down Deer Camp Trail
at the Deer Valley Resort. This trail can be climbed, but a lift ticket will get you multi-
ple runs down in one day without the suffering.

Dinner on
the balcony:
A summer
evening
above Main
Street at
Shabu
freestyle
Asian cuisine
restaurant.



Following the paved rail trail from
White Pine Touring East takes you
out to a maze of trails c: e
Round Valley Tt
town trails are per
ers, with mellow climbs and flowy
trails. Linking the trails of Round
Valley could keep you entertained all
morning and make you want to get
back out there in the afternoon. 0
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After- lrné: Park City Main Street

- from the balcony of the Treasure Mountain

Resort is an inviting sight after a day of
hammering the trails. Park City is the
Austin of Utah. It has a different vibe than
other Utah towns.
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